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INTERVIEW 
A PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGIST DISCUSSES SASQUATCH, 
THE EVIDENCE, AND WHAT HE PLANS TO DO ABOUT IT 

Grover Krantz. 

Gro v er S. Krantz is a phys i ­
ca l anthropo l ogist s pecia l izing 
in human e v o l ution. The author 
of o v er 60 tech nica l pub Zica­
ti ons,  his research i n tere s ts 
have ranged from zooarchaeo l o gy 
and carnivore osteo l ogy to brain 
size in hominid popu l ations, the 
s tatus of Neandertha l man ,  and 
modern human racia l groups. He 
has a l so had a particu l ar inter­
e s t  in the e v o l u tion of h uman 
l an gua ge, and has written exten­
siv e l y  on the differentiation of 
Indo-European l an guages. 

Dr. Krantz ob tai ned an M.R 
in anthropo l o gy from the Uni v er­
s i ty of Ca l ifornia, Berke l e y, 
and a Ph.D. in anthroyo Z ogy from 
the Uni v ers i ty of Mi n n e s o t a  
(dis s ertation ti t l e n o  other 
than The Origin of Man). Si nce 
1968, he has been on the facu l ty 
of Washin gton State Uni v ers i ty, 
i n  Pu Z Zman ,  firs t as an As s i s ­
tant Professor, and, since 1972, 

as an Associate Professor. 

The so -ca l Zed "cri pp l e -foot" 
Sasquatch e v ents of 1969-70 a t  
Bossbur g, Washin gto n ,  a r e  what 
a ro u s e d  Dr. Kra n tz 's i n te n s e  
interest in the subject, and his 
s ub s e qu e n t  a n a l ys i s  of th e 
"crippl e-foot" tracks i ndicated 
to him that a Z ar ge and bi peda l 
unknown-to -sc i e nce prima te was 
present in the forests of North­
wes t Ameri ca. Ov er the years , 
he maintained that the evidence 
was stron g enou gh to warrant in­
de pth i n v e s ti ga t i o n  by a n thro­
po l o gy, as Sas quatch,  if rea l ,  
wou l d  repre s e n t  a qua n t um l ea p  
in our know Z e dge of hominid/hom­
i noid e v o l u tion.  His pos i ti o n  
l eft him re l ative l y  iso l ated in 
the anthropo l ogica l communi ty. 

In 1982, Dr. Krarz.tz ana l yz e d  
new Sasquatch track cas ts ob­
tained by the �S. Fores t  Ser­
v ice in the B l ue Mountains of 
south ern Wash i n gton /northern 
Ore gon. The de r.mato gl yphic pat­
terns pre s e n t  and the ge nera l 
anatomy of the feet invoZ ved has 
Zed him to conc l ude that his 
ear l ier pos i tion was ,  i n  fact, 
correct, and he l ame nts tha t  
mos t a nth r o po l o gi s ts do n o t  
accept the new evidence. Since 
that time,  he conti nues to work 
on n ew e v i dence comi n g  e v ery 
year from the B l ue Mou n tains.  
Mo r e  r e c e n t l y, he forma l l y  
described Sasquatch as the l i v ­
i n g  form of the fos s i l ge nus 
Gigantopithecus . 

Dr . Kra n tz w a s  o n e  of t h e  
fou nders of the In ternationa l 
So c i e t y  of Cr ypto z o o l o gy i n  
1982, and continues to s er v e  o n  
the Board o f  Directors .  How­
e v er, the opinions he expresses 
b e l ow are h i s  own, and do not 
ref l ect any pos i t ion or po l icy 
estab l ished by the Society. He 
was i n te r v i ewed by News l e t ter 
Editor J. Richard Greenwe l l . 



The ISC Newsletter 

Greenwel 1: Let me start by 
asking you bluntly, do you think 
that we have an unknown, bipedal 
primate in North America? In 
other word s, do you think that 
Sasquatch or Bigfoot exists, and 
if so, on what do you ba se your 
as sumption or your hypothesis? 

Krantz : To an swer your fir st 
que stion, ye s. To a mode st 
degree, I am impre s sed with the 
number and con si stency of eye­
witnes s  report s of 8-foot-tal 1 
hairy bipeds, the Patter son 
film, and, with some uncertain­
ty, the so-ca lled Minnesota Ice­
man. However, more than a 11 of 
the se put together, overwhe 1 m­
ingly it is the footprints that 
I've been impre s sed with - -the 
anatomical structure that I de­
duced back in 1970 from severa l 
ca se s, and more recent l y, the 
1982 Walla Wa l la track s showing 
friction skin or dermal ridges. 
These, I'm sati sfied on several 
line s of rea soning, could not 
have been fa ked. 

Greenwe l l :  You mentioned the 
Iceman in your re spon se. Mo st 
authoritie s, if they accept the 
Iceman at all, consider it to be 
a ca se of a re l ict Neandertha l 
type. That' s not what the pre­
vailing thought on Sasquatch is. 
Why did you bring the Iceman 
into your answer? 

Krantz : I've been rather 
impressed by Bernard Heuve l mans' 
original analy sis of it. Unfor­
tunate l y, the specimen i s  not 
avai lab l e  for study at the 
pre sent time, so we don't even 
know for a fact if it i s  rea l .  
Of cour se, it cannot b e  con­
sidered a type specimen un l e s s  
it i s  examined direct l y, but his 
ana l y si s  wa s rather good : a 
rather large and hair-covered 
biped, which i s, of cour se, not 
quite human. The question as to 
whether it's a Neanderthal type 
is an entirely different matter, 
and it depend s a l ot on one' s 
view of human evo l ution. I'm 
afraid Bernard and I are in very 
oppo site camp s. That i s, Nean­
dertha l to me repre sent s late 
Homo erectu s, immediate l y  pre-

cedi ng H. sapien s, and it 
evolveddirectly into modern 
man . Bernard see s Neanderthal 
as an evo l utionary sideline that 
coexi sted with our ancestor s, 
and might have survived. Neither 
view can be disproven on present 
evidence. If I'm right, the 
Iceman is mostly likely a young 
Gigantopithecu s, if it' s any­
thing biological at a l l. 

Greenwel l :  We l l , that brings me 
to my next que stion. What do 
you think the affinitie s of the 
North American Sa s quatch' are? 
Do you think it' s in the ape 
1 ineage, or in the human 1 ine­

age? 

Krantz : In my opinion, it' s a 
hominid; that is, it's descended 
from the earliest human ancestor 
that became a biped, and it i s  
therefore i n  the zoological 
fami l y  Hominidae, but that does 
not make it "human." But it 
wou l d  be our c l o se st l iving 
relative. 

Greenwell : Sa s quatch' s rel a­
tionship to Gigantopithecu s ha s 
come up a number of times in the 
pa st. How do you fee l about 
that as a viab le candidate? 

Krantz : I think Gigantopithecus 
is the best, most viable candi­
date. Also, there i s  no contra­
diction here with Sa squatch 
being a hominid, as I am of the 
minority school which con siders 
Gigantopi thecu s to have been a 
hominid. If I had to put my 
money on it, I'd say Sa squatch 
i s  Gigantopi thecus. 

Greenwe 11: Or at 1 ea st a de s­
cendant of Gigant opithecu s .  
Obviously, it may not be exact l y  
the same anima 1 a s  de scribed 
from the fos si l record. 

Krantz : I'll quibble on that 
one, and say that, unle s s  
there' s evidence to the con­
trary, it i s, in fact, Giganto­
pithecus b l acki. The reason for 
thi s statement i s  that the 
natural biologica l condition of 
specie s i s  to remain unchanged 
indefinitely, unle s s  out side 
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force s intervene. So, I would 
say that, until one demonstrates 
a difference, the mo st logical 
as sumption is that Sasquatch is 
the living form of Gigantopithe­
cu s blacki. If we l ater find 
that there is a difference, then 
we could con sider giving it 
separate specie s or even genu s 
name s. A s  you know, I recent 1 y 
pub 1 i shed a paper on thi s very 
topic. [ See New s l etter, Spring, 
1987--Editor. ] 

Greenwell : Many year s ago, you 
publi shed two scientific papers 
attempting to demon strate the 
biomechanica l soundne s s  of the 
crippled foot track s found near 
Bo s sburg, Wa shington in 1 969-
1 970. It seem s that few phy si­
ca l anthropologists came l eaping 
out of the closet to support you 
on that ana l y si s. If anything, 
your Sa s quatch activitie s seem 
to have had a detrimenta l effect 
on your academic career. Why do 
you think thi s is? 

Krantz : The peop l e  who are 
inc 1 ined to accept the rea 1 i ty 
of Sasquatch believe it with or 
without my ana l y si s  of tho se 
track s. Maybe a few peop l e  now 
lean a litt l e  more strong l y; 
maybe they feel their opinion is 
vindicated by my analy si s; but 
no major attitude change ha s 
resu l ted because of my ana lysis. 
Peop l e  who are quite certain 
that the animal doe s not and 
cannot exi st are not in the 
1 ea st bit impre s sed by it. I 

might introduce a phra se here 
I've recently heard : " I'll see 
it when I be l ieve it." It' s a 
good way of de scribing mo st of 
my co l league s' attitude s --not 
"I'll believe it when I see it," 
but the rever se. I n  other 
word s, they fir st have to 
believe the thing is rea l, then 
they wi 11 " see" the evidence. 
You can show them a 1 1  the evi­
dence in the wor l d, but unti l 
they believe it, they won't 
" see" it. 

Now, a s  to a detrimenta l effect 
on my career, ye s, I've missed 
promotions and pay raises rather 
significant l y. Had I been eval-
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uated only on my work in other 
area s of anthropology, I would 
now be far ahead of where I am . 
The only th ing I can attr ibute 
th i s  s ituat ion to i s  my Sas­
quatch research . 

Greenwell : You seem to look at 
it as a legitimate pursuit that 
you fo l lowed as a scienti st, and 
you really don't seem too con­
cerned about the repercuss ion s, 
at lea st in the sen se that, f f  
they want to behave that way, 
that's their problem, but you're 
n o t  g o i n g  t o  c h a n g e  � 
behavior . 

Krantz : That' s r ight . I might 
even be a little more specific.  
I've been told by a few more 
cautious colleague s that all I 
have to do--and I can st i 1 1 do 
it- - i s  ju st keep my no se clean, 
and not do anything unusual for 
maybe 2 year s, and I'd probably 
be promoted to full profe s sor, 
after which I cou l d  do anything 
I want . Well, the trouble i s  
I'm do ing "anyth ing I want " 
r ight now, so, if I go through 
the ir recommended procedure s, 
the only th ing I would have 
accompl ished, essentially, i s  2 
years of 1 ost academic freedom. 
I see no point in that at all . 

Greenwell : Now, if you are 
right about Sasquatch, it would 
mean, among other th ing s, some 
restructuring in th ink ing about 
human and pr i mate evolut ion . 
For exa mple, Sa s quatch i s  
reported to be fully b ipedal, 
yet, at the same t i me, it 
doesn't exhibit any particularly 
significant intell igent behav­
iors--except, maybe, an abil ity 
to rema in very elu s ive . Thu s, 
the much-touted hypothes i s  that 
b ipedal i sm in early homin id s  
nece s sar ily led to increased 
intell igence would be complete ] y 
shattered . What other area s in 
pal eoanthropo 1 ogy and pr ima­
to l ogy do you th ink would be 
affected by the bringing in of a 
Sasquatch? 

Krantz : Well, a s  to your f i r st 
po int concern ing the re 1 at ion­
s h i p  between b ipedal i sm and 

higher human funct ions, there i s  
noth ing about erect b i  peda 1 i sm 
that neces sarily has to do with 
the human condit ion. Many dino­
saurs were bipeds, so are kanga­
roos and penguins and chickens, 
but· that doe sn't make them 
human. So bipedali sm� se has 
noth ing to do w ith human i sm. 
Our d i st inct i on is more of a 
mental qual ity, and the Sa s­
quatch doe s not share that w ith 
u s .  Mo st spec ia l i st s who are 
well- informed on the subject, 
and have quite carefully studied 
the fossil record, are v irtual l y  
unan i mou s in s ta t i n g  t h a t  
bipeda l ism has n o  bearing what­
soever on human intell igence . 
Therefore, in that respect, Sas­
quatch wouldn't change anything. 

Greenwel l :  But it i s  a hypothe­
s i s  that' s been band ied around 
and pub l i shed and accepted in 
many quarter s .  

Krantz : So, it would he l p  get 
r id of th i s  s il l y  hypothe s i s .  

A s  to other a spect s of paleo­
anthropology, I th ink the on ] y 
major one would be hav ing to do 
w ith the vocal tract, and it 
wouldn't necessarily settle the 
i s sue . It' s often been ma in­
ta ined that bi pedal i sm is what 
changed the vocal tract from the 
ape de s ign to the human de s ign . 
I be l ong to the school of 
thought that say s no, that that 
had very l ittle to do w ith it, 
the change in the vocal tract 
hav ing occurred a s  recent ] y a s  
40,000 year s ago, repre sent ing 
the very la st s ign if icant step 
in human evolut ion . It may be 
that we could settle that ques­
tion with the Sasquatch. 

Greenwell : It would be n ice . 
Now, on another subject, do you 
think that perhaps emotion s are 
more arou sed- -on both s ide s of 
the fence- -w ith Sa s quatch than 
w ith some of our other crypto­
zoolog ica l cand idate s, and if 
so, why? 

Krantz : Very def initely, ye s .  
Sa squatch i s  the mo st emot ion­
arousing cryptozoologica l beast 
simply because it i s  the c losest 
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th ing to a human be ing, whether 
i n  rea l ity or i mag i n at ion .  
People f ind it' s much too clo se 
to home for comfort . One can 
believe in something else with­
out too much d iff icu l ty, but 
Sa s quatch--that' s almost human! 
Ye s, people can get very emo­
tional about it. 

Greenwell : What's the s ituation 
i n  Ch i n a ?  You have been to 
Ch ina several t ime s in recent 
year s, and you've had d i scu s­
s ion s with Zhou Guoxing. 

\
�:Do you 

think the Chinese W ildman i s  an 
unknown primate, and what do you 
think it's relationship to Sas­
quatch, if any, would be? 

Krantz : My stay s in Ch ina, and 
the ev idence that I have exam­
ined, have not really been suf­
ficient for me to provide a good 
evaluat ion . Ba s ical l y, there 
are two school s of thought in 
Ch ina, at 1 ea st among sc ien­
t i st s .  One, wh ich Zhou i s  a 
member of, inc 1 ine s toward the 
existence of W ildman. The other 
school i s  not anti-W i l dman, but 

highly skeptical . And even the 
skept ic s are intere sted in the 
top ic . It' s more a matter of 
private opin ion, not a matter of 
official po l icy. My impres s ion 
of the ev idence i s  that they 
probab l y  have as much fakery and 
mi s ident if icat ion s go ing on a s  
we have; a flying guess might be 
50 percent . A s  to whether the 
other 50 percent rea l ly exi st s, 
all I can say i s  that I've seen 
some pla ster ca st s of track s, 
I've heard a few th ird- and 
fourth-hand stor ie s that sound 
fa irly good, and there i s  a 
rea sonable probab i l ity that 
the ir an ima 1 i s  rea 1. If it i s  
real, I would hope that it i s  
the same a s  our Sa s quatch, per­
haps in a somewhat smal ler ver­
s ion . I f ind it much ea s ier to 
p r o p o s e  j u s t  o n e  u n k n o w n  
spec ie s, w ith two sub spec ie s, 
than two quite different unrec­
ognized species running around. 

Greenwell : You've analyzed the 
North Amer ican Sa s quatch foot­
pr int ca st s .  How d i d the 
Chinese ones look in compari son? 
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Krantz : None of the Ch ine se 
casts are of comparable qual ity 
to the topnotch one s here to 
really get a clear anatom ical 
p icture . Some of them are very 
obvious fakes--they're g igant ic 
ver s ion s of monkey feet--while 
others look di sturbingly similar 
to our Sa s quatch track s .  But 
again, the ca st s are not of top 
quality ; whether that's from the 
ground cond it ion s or the ca st­
ing, I don't know. I couldn't 
see deta il s in them nearly a s  
much a s  I can on several of ours 
over here. They just look reas­
onably s imilar. 

Greenwell :  Let' s talk about 
Walla Walla. You are convinced 
that the se U . S .  Forest Serv ice 
pla s ter ca st s of suppo sed Sa s­
quatch tracks show toeprints and 
other dermal 1 ine s wh ich wou 1 d 
be extremely d iff icult to fake 
[ see New sletter, Autumn, 1 9 8 2, 

and Cryptozoology, Vol . 2, 
1 9 8 3 ] .  Tak ing all the factor s 
into account, i nclu d ing the 
actual s ight ing, what would it 
actually have taken to hoax the 
Walla Walla case? 

Krantz : Well, the eyew itne s s  
s ight ing a s ide, a hoax wou 1 d 
imply, in the first place, some­
one exert ing 800 pound s or more 
body weight on a series of foot­
pr int s 4 and more feet apart . 
There were some very heav ily 
indented footprints going down a 
h i  11 s ide ; I cannot imag ine any 
way in wh ich that cou 1 d be done 
effectively by man or mach ine . 
The hoaxer wou 1 d a 1 so have had 
to get into an area that' s 
c lo sed to the publ ic, leave no 
track s or tra il of veh icle or 
an imal transport to get in or 
out of the. area, all of wh ich 
represents a con siderable prob-
1 em . The de s ign of the foot 
impl ie s, of cour se, that the 
hoaxer would have been wel ] ­
acquainted with the characteri s­
t ic s  of already fa irly well­
e stabl i shed or mo st authent i­
cated Sa s quatch track s .  The 
hoaxer would al so have had to 
have gotten into my own m ind, 
and then introduced two charac­
ter i st ic s  in the track s that I 

have observed previously--char­
acter i st ic s  that I have never 
pub ] i shed, nor wr itten down or 
told to anybody. 

The deta i 1 ed anatomy of derma 1 
ridges i s  most incredible. The 
sheer job of engrav ing fake 
feet--and qu ite a few of them 
would have to have been made, 
becau se they cou ldn't have al 1 

been done w ith the same one-­
would have been a ta sk beyond 
the capac ity of a known forger . 
If anyone could have done that 
he could counterfeit money bet­
ter than anybody el se in the 
world, and he i s  wa st ing h i s  
t ime me s s ing around w ith Sa s­
quatch . Th i s  i s  the op in ion of 
some of the pol ice expert s who 
have examined the evidence. The 
sk in exh ib it s deta iled m icro­
scop ic anatomy ab solutely per­
fectly, so it would have had to 
have been done by a dermato­
glyph ic s expert, and one of the 
be st in the world, becau se he 
al so introduced wear pattern s 
for the ent ire foot surface . 
They also show a condition known 
a s  dy spla s i a, in wh ich the 
dermal pattern is inadequately 
and improperly formed ; thi s  rare 
condition occur s only in certain 
area s of the foot, and th i s  
particular Sasquatch track cast 
i s  ent irely con s i stent in th i s  
regard . Copy ing impre s s ion s 
from actual foot sk in can be 
ruled out s imply becau se it 
would have to have been taken 
from an actual Sa s quatch foot 
anyway . 

So, somebody would have had to 
have had the phy sical equipment 
to handle it, the sk ill to make 
the footprints, and the techni­
cal knowledge of knowing what to 
fake.  I ju st rule out the po s­
s ibil ity of a hoax entirely. 

Greenwell :  I've a lways thought 
i t' s rather iron ic that the 
Bos sburg cripple foot track s and 
the Walla Walla dermatoglyph ic 
track s are s imp ] y d i sm i s sed by 
many anthropolog i st s  when, in 
fact, they show much more detail 
and provide much more anatomical 
informat ion than, say, the 
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Laetol il fo s s il track s, wh ich 
are several mil l ion year s old 
and over which l ittle doubt has 
been expressed. 

Krantz : The people who study 
the Laetol i l  tracks are already 
conv inced that there wa s an 
erect b iped, namely Au stralo­
pithecus, and the finding of its 
footprints was therefore no sur­
pri se at all. 

Greenwell : Well, we could say 
the same th ing about Sa s quatch . 
Some people are c onv ince cf 
there' s a Sa s quatch, so they 
look for the footpr int s, and 
f ind ing them i s  no surpr i se at 
al 1. 

Krantz : Those who believe there 
i s  a Sa s quatch, when they see 
the footprints, are quite sati s­
f ied that that i s  proof . The 
trouble i s, the major i t y of 
people do not bel ieve that there 
can be a Sasquatch, part icularly 
those in the academic community ; 
so, when they're shown footprint 
ca st s, they naturally a s sume 
they're fake s .  You have to 
bel ieve in the an imal f ir st-­
then you bel ieve in the foot­
prints._ The footprints in them­
se lve s are not go ing to make 
people believe in the an imal . 

Greenwell : I wonder if P iltdown 
i s  still having an effect. That 
became known a s  one of the mo st 
celebrated scientific hoaxes of 
all t ime, so we ] 1 executed for 
its period that there's still no 
agreement a s  to who the perpe­
trator wa s .  Do you th ink that 
many paleoanthropologi sts m ight 
s imply be afraid of fall ing into 
another P iltdown trap? 

Krantz : In a very general 
sen se, ye s, I th ink that there 
i s  a fear of ano ther P il tdown . 
Not en t irely that they're afraid 
of th i s  th ing turning ou t to be 
a hoax and they're be ing taken 
in by i t, thoug h .  What they're 
afra id of i s  the effec t on the 
credib il ity of phy sical anthro­
pology, wh ich wa s so badly 
damaged by the P i ltdown hoax 
that they're still hav ing diffi-
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cul ty recovering from that, at 
least some of them are, and they 
don't want another controversy. 
The easiest way for them to 
hand l e  it is to simply deny that 
the Sasquatch exists, hoping 
that nobody ever proves it does 
exist, and then there's no prob­
l em. The trouble is, �f some­
body ever proves that the Sas­
quatch does exist, then anthro­
pologists are faced with the 
embarrassing situation of having 
missed something real l y  big, 
l iterally; and if they missed 

that, then who knows what else 
they might have missed. That 
possibility is so frightening to 
them that, perhaps su bcon­
sciously, they just run away 
from it. 

Greenwell: You have worked with 
a number of dermatoglyphics ex­
perts on the Walla Walla casts. 
Where does the case stand today? 

Krantz: As of now, the Walla 
Wa l la tracks have been examined 
by at leas t  4 0  fingerprint 
experts of what you might broad-
1 y ca 1 1  the po 1 ice or crimina 1 
investigations persuasion. A l l  
of them state that they are very 
impressive-looking, and that 
they certainly show what l ook 
like dermal ridges. Roughly 
speaking, the more time they 
have spent examining the casts 
the more convinced they have 
become that they are rea l .  

Several experts who have worked 
with them the longest just flat 
out say they are authentic, and 
that there's no possibility of 
error. Some others who have 
looked at them for a few hours, 
and are of that opinion too, are 
afraid to be quoted. So, gen­
erally speaking, the forensic 
fingerprint experts are of a 
single mind, that these dermato­
glyphs are authentic--or are so 
near to authentic that they 
cannot conceive of any way that 
they could have been faked. 

Greenwe 1 1: What about the 
physical anthropologists whom 
you have approached or shown the 
casts to? 

Krantz: The physical anthro­
po l ogists and zoologists gener­
a l ly turn in the other direc­
tion. Their opinions range from 
somewhat favorab l e--that is, 
they're very much impressed by 
the evide�ce, but by no means 
convinced--all the way down to 
the diehard debunkers who have 
taken brief looks and said they 
know the tracks were faked 
because no such animal could 
possibly exist. There's an 
interesting situation here. 
While the physical anthropolo­
gists and zoologists would be 
embarrassed if Sasquatch were 
proven to exist, in that their 
disciplines wou l d  have missed 
something that big, the crimin­
o l ogists would be very embar­
rassed if it were determined 
that somebody could actually 
fake dermatoglyphic patterns, 
which would then raise a 1 1 sorts 
of questions concerning the 
validity of fingerprint identi­
fication. So, the latter are 
natura l ly more disposed to 
accept the alternative: that 
these Sasquatch dermatoglyphics 
are authentic. 

I might add that, since 1982, 
many more tracks have been found 
in the same area, some showing 
ridge patterns. Early this year 
[ 1987], I myself saw some of 
these, in situ, at two loca­
tions. 

Greenwell: Are you l ess encour­
aged after the Walla Walla busi­
ness about convincing your 
anthropological co l leagues that 
Sasquatch exists? What do you 
think it wi 11 take to convince 
them? Only a specimen itself, 
and nothing less? 

Krantz: Many years ago, I came 
to the conclusion that an actual 
physical specimen--that is, the 
bones with or without a Sas­
quatch wrapped around them-­
would be the only evidence that 
they would accept, and that, in 
fact, is what they said. For a 
short time recently, I thought 
that maybe I had found a substi­
tute, and that we would not have 
to kill one, or somehow locate a 
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skeleton--

Greenwel l :  --With the Walla 
Walla tracks? --

Krantz: --With the Walla Wa l la 
tracks. I thought there was a 
good chance that this evidence 
wou 1 d receive genera 1 accep­
tance. I was rather quickly 
disillusioned, and now rea l ize 
Sasquatch will not gain general 
acceptance with any such periph­
eral evidence, no matter how 
strong. So, we're back to the 
drawing board, back to trying to 
obtain a specimen. 

Gre enwe ll: You've gone on 
record as stating that you would 
be wi l l ing to kil 1 a Sasquatch, 
and, in fact, you have urged 
others to kill one, as a neces­
sary step in both proving their 
existence and studying their 
anatomy in deta i 1. You have 
been criticized for this posi­
tion. Could you e l aborate on 
the reasoning behind it? 

Krantz: Well, unti l we have a 
specimen, the existence of the 
species is not established, and 
its exact zoological nature is 
not known; and we are just 
speaking somewhat in the dark as 
to exactly what we're dea ling 
with. It is also possible that 
these animals are on the verge 
of extinction, and we humans, 
via various activities cou l d  
cause their extinction without 
even having accepted them. How� 
ever, if we cou 1 d prove they 
exist, then, as a consequence of 
that, and not without it, 
experts could study them, and we 
cou 1 d determine, among other 
things, what conservation meas­
ures would be necessary to 
preserve the species. If we do 
not do something 1 ike that, the 
species could become extinct, 
and we'd never even know about 
it. 

Greenwe l l: What about the pos­
sibility of tranquilizing one of 
them, thus getting the proof 
without the need to kill one . 

K r a n t z :  I f  t ranquilizing 
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actua l ly worked like we see in 
tele vision do cumentar ies, yes. 
But it isn't that simple. In 
the first place, the chance of a 
success ful en counter is so l ow 
that it may well never happen. 

Se cond, to make it work, we 
would ha ve to kill at least a 
dozen spe cimens be fore the 
techni que were per fe cted for 
that part i cular spe c ies - -the 
exact dosage, etc.; by contrast, 
I propose killing only one 
specimen. Third, even if we did 
su c cess fu l ly tranquilize one, 
how would we get it out o f  the 
wilderness? Where would we take 
it? How would we keep i t  
immobi l ized? I cou l d  g o  o n  at 
length about even more problems 
here. Su f fice it to say that a 
d e a d  s p e c i m e n  w o u l d  b e  
p r e f e r a b le ,  a s  o n l y  o n e  
indi vidual would be sacrificed, 
but this wou l d  result in the 
s p e c ies b e i n g  immediately 
r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  
protected . 

Greenwell : We l l, in order to 
get a s pe cimen, one o f  two 
things wou l d  have to happen : one 
would be an ac cident, such as 
one being hit by a truck or shot 
by a hunter, and the other would 
be by design. Getting a Sas­
quat ch by design would be very 
di f fi cu l t, but I know you ha ve 
se veral strategies in mind. 
What are the energy -manpower 
requirements for such an under­
taking? 

Krantz : First, I should state 
that I would far pre fer, and it 
would be quite satisfactory, if 
we could find the skeleton--or a 
substantial part o f  the skeleton 
--of one that had died a natura l 
death. This would be the most 
desirable, but it's virtua l ly 
impossible by normal means 
because animals that die natural 
deaths are normally never found, 
so you can't count on that, and 
the most diligent searches would 
probably not unvei l one. 

But i f  we were going to go for 
an actual kill, I have two bas i c  
procedures in mind. One of them 

I'm using to a limited degree 
right now. That's simply, when­
e ver the opportunity presents 
itsel f, which is only occasion­
al l y, to drive on minor roads in 
the Pacific Northwest at night, 
usually a fter midnight, with a 
large ri fle at hand. The idea 
wou 1 d be to pi ck up a Sas quat ch 
in the headl ights, which about 
hal f  o f  the sighting reports 
des cribe, in the hope that I 
wou l d  ha ve enough time to stop 
the vehicle, load the rifle, and 
fire it be fore the animal le ft 
the road. This is the needle­
in-a-haystack approach. I would 
like to get more in formation 
e ventual l y --as it's gradually 
a c cumu l ating - -on the animal's 
habits, locations, and migration 
patterns and things like that, 
so I cou l d  up my odds by being 
at the right pla ce at the r i ght 
time. 

Incidental ly, if one has already 
been shot, I wou l d  hope that the 
person who did so wou l d  real ize 
that he has not broken any 
existing law, he has not killed 
a human being, and he could gain 
a certain amount o f  fame i f  he 
were to let us know where the 
remains might be found. I could 
also guarantee, i f  he were to 
contact me, that he would remain 
anonymous i f  that's his choice. 

The other a pproach I ha ve in 
mind it to hire a few expert 
hunters who would be highly 
motivated to go for this, at 
perhaps $20,000 a year. I envi­
sion about f i ve such people, and 
it would be done basically on a 
yearly renewab l e  contract. Each 
o f  them wou 1 d co ver an area o f  
their own choice and familiari­
ty, and they would have to be 
people who ha ve seen Sas­
quat ches, or who ha ve en coun­
tered their tra cks be fore, so 
that they would be highly moti­
vated and really want to su c­
ceed. They would a l l  share in 
the rewards and, o f  c ourse, 
whoe ver gets it wou l d  be the 
most re cognized. I think that, 
within 5 years, one of these men 
might we 1 l bring it in . The 
pri ce tag on su ch a project, 
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whether it su c ceeds or not, 
would be about $500,000 . 

I should also add, in case some­
one's wondering, that whi 1 e the 
person who would bring it in 
first would ob viously win the 
prize, there wou l d  be no second 
prize. In fa ct, I would ho pe 
that the killing o f  an addi­
tiona l animal wou l d  be made 
i l legal, and punishable with 
very heavy penalties. 

Greenwe l l :  I understand you are 
planning a helicopter search 
with the aid o f  an in frared 
imager. 

Krantz : Yes, I ha ve one other 
proposed way of obtaining a dead 
specimen without having to shoot 
i t. This is to find one that 
has died o f  natural causes by 
lo cating it from the heat o f  
de compos i t i on . Mos t deaths 
probab 1 y oc cur during the win­
ter, the bodies freeze, and 
de composition begins in the 
spring thaw. I sunk $ 10,000 
into an I -R imager, thinking 
that the conservationists would 
be happy to help with heli copter 
time. That did not materialize, 
so I've now built my own 'copter 
from a kit for about $ 2,700. 
I'm just beginning the testing 
now. 

Greenwell : Are you then pinning 
al 1 your hopes on operating this 
helicopter for just a few weeks 
each spring? 

Krantz : Not entirely, as it may 
also ser ve as a spotting cra ft 
to guide more con ventional hunt­
ing. In addition, the mere 
existen ce of this re l ati vely 
ambitious project might st i mu­
l ate other hunters to work 

harder at it, and perhaps su c­
ceed. 

Greenwell : And most anthropolo­
gists, o f  course, would say, 
well, we suspected there was 
something to this a ]  1 a l ong, but 
we had to be cautious, and so 
on? 

Krantz : Of course. 0 
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MEMPHRE CHRISTENED, GIVEN DUAL CITIZENSHIP 
The monster of Lake Memphre­

magog, in Quebec, Canada, ha s 
joined the ranks of the crypto­
zoological elite. As a result 
of recent sightings, and the 
fact that the 3 2-mile-long lake 
juts into northern Vermont, two 
local re sidents have founded the 
International Draconto logy Soci­
ety of Lake Memphremagog, and 
the first international agree­
ment on a lake monster has been 
entered into between the cities 
of Magog in Quebec and Newport 
in Vermont, thus giving the 
monster "dual citizenship." 

The driving force behind 
these events has been the com­
bined efforts of Jacques Bois­
vert, a Magog insurance broker, 
local historian, and diver, and 
Barbara Malloy, a Newport house­
wife. While Mr. Boisvert seems 
to enjoy his tongue-in-cheek 
role, Mrs. Malloy, as a witness, 
takes the matter more seriously. 

It was at 5 p.m. on August 
1 2, 1983, t hat she experienced 
her sighting. She, her mother­
in-law, and two daughters had 
parked their car on a hill about 
a mile from the lake. "From out 
of nowhere, there appeared a 
brown object or head with a long 
wake behind it," she later wrote 
to Boisvert. "It swam in an up­
and-down motion with great 
speed." Boisvert then coined 
the name "Memphnf," after con­
sulting with a Benedictine monk, 
and officially conferred on Mrs. 
M a--1 1 o y t he t i t 1 e o f "f i r s t 
female dracontologi st of North 
America. "  

They then jointly formed the 
Draconto 1 ogy Society, and con­
vinced the mayors of Magog and 
Newport to sign the Internat­
iona 1 Agreement, which wa s 
announced at a press conference 
on June 19, 1986, at which 10 
Memphre' witnesses spoke. In 
writing to ISC in October, 1986, 
Mr. Boisvert pointed out that 
Memphre is "the first aquatic 

monster with a francophone name 
in the Western Hemisphere," and 
i s  the first monster to be the 
subject of an international 
agreement by two cities in dif­
ferent sovereign nations. 

In a press release issued at 
the October press conference, 
"dracontology" was defined a s  
"the scientific a s  we 1 1  as the 
mythical study of lake-dwelling 
creatures such as 'Champ' of 
Lake Champlain and ' Nessie' of 
.Loch Ne ss." The release stated 
that 46 Memphr{ sightings are on 
record, involving 97 witnesses, 
since the year 1816. The agree­
ment between the cities of Magog 
and Newport states, among other 
things: "Whereas, due to the 
international tensions existing 
in the world today, an agreement 
such as suggested here, between 
two citie s in neighboring coun­
tries, is an example of a long 
and lasting friendship, The City 
of Magog and The City of Newport 
hereby freely and solemnly 
undertake, by the passing of an 
unanimous resolution of their 
respective councils, to protect 
Memphre'." The Agreement a 1 so 
called for scientific research 
on Memphrl, its protection by 
appropriate Canadian and U.S. 
agencies, and the reporting of 
sightings to the Dracontology 
Society. 

But not all local residents 
are so receptive. " I  think I'd 
have to see it to believe it, " 
said Terri Hood, Secretary of 

the Newport Chamber of Commerce. 
Skeptici sm was also expressed by 
Vermont fisheries biologist 
George LaBar, although he admit­
ted that "the re's something 
there ••• but I can't tell what it 
is." Even Boisvert himself ex­
presses doubt, but nevertheless 
relishes the whole affair. A 
veteran of over 2,000 dives in 
the lake--without a single 
Memphr� sighting--he smi 1 ed at 
one reporter's question, adding: 
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"Life i s  a party--why not enjoy 
it?" 

The publicity generated by 
the Draconto logy Society and the 
I n t ernational Agre ement has 
resulted in new sightings being 
brought to light. Barbara Whit­
comb, of Derby, Vermont, was 
fini shing her night shift as a 
nurse's aide one morning in 
September, 1980, when, at dawn : 
she saw a 1 arge head on a thick 
neck. " It wa s moving on its 
own, " s he said. " It made a 
noise, then it submerged.... I 
tried to te 11 peop 1 e, and they 
1 aughed at me ••• so I just sort 

of went into the closet." 

Viatur and Rita Fortin, also 
of Derby, reported a more recent 
sighting. In June, 1986, they 
were fishing in the evening near 
one of the lake's 20 i slands. 
Upon hearing a s pl ash, they 
turned and "saw the creature. 
It just looked like a serpent," 
said Mr s. Fortin. It looked 
more 1 ike "a big 1 izard" to Mr. 
Fortin, who reported it splash­
ing with what seemed to be its 
hind leg s. He described it as 
about 2 4  feet long, with a 3-
foot neck showing above the 
water, and a "big b 1 ack head." 
Mrs. Fortin said that "it s 1 owly 
went underneath." 

What these witne sses saw is 
open to various interpretations. 
Nearby Lake Champlain--which has 
a reverse situation in that the 
lake is mainly in Vermont/ New 
York but juts slight ly into 
southern Quebec--has its own 

. 

�-c.-·� · �.,>_ �-��� .., memphre 
The official logo of the new International 
Dr acontolo g y  Soci ety of Lake 
Memphremagog. 
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well-known monster cal 1 ed Champ, 
descriptions o f  which, as with 
Scotland's Nessie, are plesio­
saur- ! ike. I SC President Ber­
nard Heu vel mans th inks that 
giant pinnipeds are responsible 
for most temperate lake monster 
sightings. Others, like I SC 
Vice President Roy Mackal, say 
that primiti ve cetaceans known 
as archaeocetes, such as the 
zeuglodon, ar e responsible. 
Ogopogo, the generic name for 
the monsters reported in British 
Columbia's Lake Okanagan, does 
seem to have the serpentine body 
type of a zeuglodon (see News­
letter, Spring, 1987). 

-----

Whatever the case may be at 
Lake Memphremagog, Mr. Boisvert 
and Mrs. Ma 11 oy are determined 
Jhat Memphre' receive the recog­
nition they feel it deser ves. 
Their further efforts, assisted 
by Champ in vestigator Joseph 
Zarzynski, resulted in Vermont 
legislators adopting a joint 
resolution by the Senate and 
House of Representat i ves on 
March 17, 1987, calling for 
Memphr�'s protection, scientific 
in ves tigation, and citizens' 
repo.rting o f  sightings. The 
wording of the Joint Resolution 
was modeled on the Champ resolu­
tion already passed by the four 

MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
We would like to express our 

appreciation to all those who 
contributed a little extra when 
renewing their memberships for 
1987. These donations are very 
important, as the annual dues 
have not been increased from 
$25, despite rising costs, since 
the Society was founded in 1982. 

The year 1985 was a bad one 
financially for the Society, but 
there was a definite improvement 
in 1986 thanks to the generosity 
of several Benefactors and sev­
eral dozen Sustaining Members. 

And now, 1987 is turning out to 
be the best year yet, which 
should result in all our 1987 
publications being out by the 
end o f  the year. 

Substantial contributions 
have been received from existing 
and new Benefactors towards the 
Cryptozoology Operations Founda­
tion Group (C O F G), created in 
1986 to help the Society finan­
cially (see Newsletter, Sunnner, 
1986). In addition, the member­
ship renewal rate has been high­
er (one reason certainly being 
the 1986 newsletters coming out 
more on time), with a total o f  
about 500 renewals and new mem­
bers by June 30, the earliest in 
the year that the Society has 
had that many paid-up members. 
Many of these renew a 1 s a 1 so 
included added donations of $5 

or $10 (some gi ving $50, $100, 
or more), making such donors 
Sustaining Members. By the end 
of the Society's fisc a 1 year, 
February 28, there are usually 
about 700 members, so we are 
hoping that, with such a good 
start for 1987, we may climb to 
B OO members or more. Our 1982 
dream of ultimately reaching 
1,000 memberships and library 
subscriptions has, unfortunate­
ly, never materialized, but it 
is still a goal we strive for. 

We would also like to inform 
Sustaining Members that e very 
extra dollar which is donated 
goes directly to Society opera­
tions. Unlike many nonprofit 
organizations, not one dollar 
goes towards recruitment drives, 
mass mailings, or publicity cam­
paigns (the little advertising 
we ha ve done, mainly in Europe, 
h as been at no cost to the 
Society). Thus, e very member 
can be proud o f  the fact that 
his or her money goes directly 
toward the Society's normal ex­
penses, not to fund public rela­
tions or pub 1 ici ty programs. 
The Society, we feel, should 
remain relati vely small, but 
with a solid base of support, 
rather than expanding into a 
larger bureaucracy. 

J. Richard Greenwell 
Editor 
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legislati ve bodies of Vermont 
and New York (the full text o f  
which appeared in the Summer, 
1982, Newsletter). 

Not all legislators supported 
the Joint Resolution, a number 
of them loudly responding ''No!" 
Representati ve Frank DaPrato 
said he was getting tired of 
lake monster resolutions. " I f  
we keep this up, we'll h a ve 
monsters in e very pond in Ver­
mont," he stated. But Represen­
tat i ve William Fy fe said: 
" Seeing is be 1 ie ving. I think 
I've seen what Barbara says is 
Memphr�." o 

"Attention is drawn to the 
fact that each shi ft begins with 
a minimum output and ends with a 
maximum output. During the 
first hour of the second shi ft 
they produce fi ve�twel fths the 
number o f  tractors that are 
produced during the eighth hour 
o f  the first shi ft and during 
the first hour of the third 
shift they produce fi ve-twelfths 
the number of tractors that are 
produced during the eighth hour 
of the second shift while during 
the first hour of the first 
shi ft they produce five- 2 3rds 
the number of tractors that are 
produced during the eighth hour 
of the third shift." 

From a 1985 issue of Ekonomika i 
Organizatsiya Promyshlennogo 
Proizvodstva, a Russian 
economics magazine published in 
Novosibirsk, Siberia 

" I  know not what I may appear 
to the world, but to myself I 
seem to ha ve been only like a 
boy playing on the sea-shore, 
and diverting myself in now and 
then finding a smoother pebble 
or a prettier shell than ordi­
nary, whiJst the great ocean of 
truth l ay al l undisco vered 
be fore me." 

Sir Isaac Newton 
In D. Brewster, 
Memoirs of Newton, 
1885, Vol. 2, Ch. 27. 
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THE TABLOIDS THAT TIME FORGOT 
American members of the Soci­

ety wi 1 1  no doubt ha ve not iced 
the sensational headlines of the 
weekly tabloid newspapers on 
sale at the checkout counters of 
supermarkets, whi ch o ften dis­
play outrageous cryptozoologi­
cally oriented claims. 

Most o f  these stories have 
re ferred to purported Sasquatch 
events, such as "Bigfoot Stole 
My Baby," or " I  Li ved With Big­
foot, " but other kinds o f  
claims have also been published. 

As a general rule, the So ciety 
has ignored these continuing 
sagas, as their dis cussion and 
refutation would absorb too much 
o f  the Society's limited re­
sources. Indeed, the subje ct 
has come up only on ce be fore in 
the News 1 et ter (see "Message 
from the Editor," Newsletter, 
Winter, 1 983). However, as such 
tabloid claims ha ve grown in­
creasingly bold, and ha ve re­
sulted in several inquiries, the 
topic wi 1 1  now be addressed 
again in the Newsletter. 

Although di f fi cult--i f not 
impossible--to prove, it can be 
reasonable assumed that most, if 
not all, such tabloid arti cles 
are complete fabr i c at ions, 
created for the sole purpose of 
selling more newspapers and in­
creasing revenue at the expense 
o f  a gullible segment o f  the 
supermarket public. At the same 
time, it has to be admitted that 
not all tab 1 aid newspapers are 
equal in reliability. It may be 
a surprise for many to learn 
that the National Inquirer, for 
example, is known to be particu­
larly careful in its reporting, 
except perhaps when dealing with 
famous personalities or the 
paranormal. Howe ver, none o f  
the tabloids can really be con­
sidered reliable sources for any 
cryptozoological information. 

The tell-tale signs that such 
stories are fabrications can be 
reduced to the following points: 
1)  although the prin c ip a ls' 

WeHly World t:rwa. Apr-il �J. 19ts7 

iving dinosaurs 
lir�> ,.,. f'.a1lh. W• .... •·llh our •• uw one th•t wu WI· 
"''f'll ll1• l"l.,alurn that ruled us. 
•:a•th ... �� . lwfor• In·:�··:::,·.:�:::::� lSi�������� 

Examples of sensational tabloid articles. The "discovery of the century" buried in 
carboard boxes? 

names are given, in cluding per­
haps their home states or coun­
tries, no specific city of resi­
dence is given--except perhaps a 
remote city in a far-o f f  land ; 
2) the titles 11Dr." and "Profes­
sor" are o ften used, but the 
home institutions o f  the sup­
posed ex perts being quoted are 
ne ver gi ven ; and 3) final con­
clusions or follow-ups to the 
stories, or the ultimate fate of 
the animals invol ved, .are never 
gi ven. In short, there is no 
way in which interested parties 
can independently veri fy the 
c laims. The ethi cs o f  good 
journalism--and certainly o f  
s cience--demand that verifica­
tion ultimately be forthcoming, 
so in this sense at least, the 
tabloid stories have little to 
d o  wi t h  j o u r n a l i s m ,  wi t h  
science, or with cryptozoology. 

Two sensational tabloid arti­
cles merit some spa ce in the 
Newsletter, if only to serve as 
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examples for future caution. 
The August 27, 1 985, issue o f  
The Sun carried an inside-page 
story entit led: ''Dinosaur Cap­
tured in A fri ca." Writ ten by 
Barbara Gi 1 bert, the arti e 1 e 
stated that 11African scientists" 
had captured a li ve dinosaur 
"called Mokele-Mbembe by natives 
o f  Zaire." This was the first 
hint that something wasn't 
right. The Sun had apparently 
fallen into the post- colonial 
trap o f  bel ie ving that " the 
Congo"--which Mokele-Mbembe is 
reported to inhabit--corresponds 
to the more well-known area 
formerly called the Belgian 
Congo and now known as Zaire. 
In fact, it is the old French 
Congo, officially known today as 
the People's Republi c o f  the 
Congo. 

The article went on to relate 
how a team o f  scientists "spent 
3 years tracking the remarkable 
throwba ck," and that, "to bring 
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the dinosaur back alive, scien­
tists disabled it with a tran­
quilizer gun, then placed it in 
a cage. It was transported this 
way out of the depths of the 
jungle to a special animal pre­
serve. There the dinosaur was 
freed, but scientists keep it 
under constant video surveil-
1 ance." The 1 ocation of the 
supposed reserve was not men­
tioned. A Dr. Frederich Man­
ning, one of the discoverers, 
was quoted as follows: "This is 
possibly the most thrilling dis­
covery of the century. Dino­
saurs were believed to have been 
extinct for mi 1 1  ions of years, 
but now we have one in capti v­
ity ••• it has adapted very well 
to the animal reserve." 

It is remarkable that "the 
most thrilling discovery of the 
century" was not announced by 
the government of Zaire, or by 
the World Wildlife Fund, or by 
the Union for the Conservation 
of Nature and Natural Resources. 
Or even by the International 
Society of Cryptozoology. None 
of these organizations seemed to 
know anything about it. Instead, 
the dramatic news was revea 1 ed 
through the Florida tabloid 
The Sun, which somehow seemed to 
have scooped all of us. We 
thought perhaps the story was 
1 oose 1 y based on the recent 
Disney-Touchtone motion picture 
"Baby," about the capture of two 
Mokele-Mbembes, which was at 
least presented as a purely 
fictional account (despite the 
fact that the film's bearded 
American professor, a cheat and 
a murderer, had a n  u ncanny 
physical resemblance to our own 
Mokele-Mbembe-hunting Vice Pres­
ident, Roy Mackal !). 

CRYPTOLETTERS 
The Editor 7iJelcomes letters 

from readers on any topic re­
la ted to cryptozo olo gy, but 
reserves the right to shorten 
them or to make slight changes 
to improve style and clarity, 
but not meaning. 

To the Editor: 

Curious as to what The Sun's 
reaction would be to an inquiry, 
we called editor Rita Tucker on 
the telephone. She claimed that 
the story was absolutely true. 
However, she was unable to pro­
vide any further information at 
the time because, as it turned 
out, The Sun's editorial offices 
were about to move location, and 
the notes on the article, con­
taining the names and addresses 
of all the scientists and insti­
tutions involved, were tempor­
arily stored with other files in 
cardboard boxes, and these would 
not be unpacked for another 
week. The Editor emphasized to 
Ms. Tucker the great signifi­
cance of this find, and Ms. 
Tucker promised to get back in 
touch as soon as those pesky 
cardboard boxes were unpacked. 
However, no further news was 
ever received from The Sun or 
anyone e 1 se on this "discovery 
of the century." 

More recently, the Weekly 
World News of April 21, 1987, 
carried an article by Doug Gard­
ner entitled "Living Dinosaurs!" 
This story, again relegated to 
the inside pages, t a 1 ked of how 
a team of scientists exploring 
the Amazon had encountered and 
filmed, not a mere dinosaur, but 
an entire Mesozoic menagerie: 
'� 1 1  of the dinosaurs are there 
in the jungle today--tyranno­
saurus, brontosaurus, dip 1 odo­
cus, iguanadon, stegasaurus, 
triceratops," Dr. Fritz Treich­
ler, a Swiss zoologist, was 
quoted as stating. "The most 
incredible creatures of the past 
living and breathing in the 20th 

century." The 25-man expedition 
had spent 17 months in South 

America's Amazon basin, and was 

I do not agree withAl astair 
Boyd (Cryptoletters, Newsletter, 

Autumn, 1986) that offering a 
reward for ske 1 eta 1 remains of 
Mokele-Mbembe would lead to its 
extinction--except in the gen­
eral sense that, if the presence 
of a new and interesting large 
quadruped in the Likouala were 
unequivocally established, the 
demand for specimens 1 i vi ng or 
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reporting its findings to gov­
ernment officials in the Brazil­
ian city of Manaus--an unusually 
detailed revelation for a tab­
loid. This story seems to be 
1 oose 1 y based on the famous 
Victorian novel The Lost World, 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 

Also quoted at length was a 
Dr. Konrad Gruber--presumably 
also a Swiss--who stated that 
the group first found young 
dinosaurs, and then followed a 
river for 3 weeks before finding 
the adults, which were photo­
graphed and filmed on land and 
in the river. One scientist 
1 ost three fingers to a sma 1 1 , 
2-foot specimen with "razor­
sharp teeth." Dr. Gruber was 
quoted as stating that the dino­
saur bones they brought back 
"are identical in every respect 
to the fossils we have. And we 
have the bones of both c 1 asses 
of dinosaurs--the lizard-hipped 
Saurischia and the bird-hipped 
Orni thischia." The team also 
reported 1 y brought back unfos­
silized teeth, talons, toenails, 
skin, and unhatched eggs. 

·�en our full report is made 
public," Dr. Gruber concluded, 
"the scientific world will stand 
in awe of this fantastic dis­
covery.... The interests of 
science must be served before 
anything else. The full story 
will be made public only at the 
proper time, not a minute be­
fore." We are not sure when 
"the proper time" will come, but 
in the meantime, it is comfort­
ing to know that, with no fur­
ther reporting on the subject by 
the Weekly W orld N ews, the 
interests of science are being 
served first. o 

dead, if not controlled, could 
indeed endanger the species. 
However, this pro b 1 em is not a 
cryptozoological responsibility, 
but an environmental aqd conser­
vation issue,to be addressed by 
the appropriate governmental and 
conservation organizations. 

I personally am very con­
cerned that the Likouala region 
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be pre served . To th a t  end, I 
have already presen ted a compre­
hen s ive man agemen t pl an, pre ­
pared by the Congolese M inistry 
o f  Fore s t s, to the World W ild-
1 i fe Fund in W a sh ing ton, D .C .  

A c co rd ing to t he pl an, t he 
en t i re 5 5 ,000 s quare m ile s o f  
the Likou a 1 a reg ion, in c 1 ud ing 
i t s  flor a and f aun a, would be­
come a p ro t e c t ed b io s pher i c  
preserve . 

To se t the re cord s tr a i gh t, 
we d id no t o f fer, dur ing our 
1980 exped i t i.on, an y mone t ary 
reward for remain s  of a Mokele­
Mbembe . The P ygmie s and Ban tu 
peop 1 e s  wi th whom we d i s cu s sed 
the matt er of obt a in ing concrete 
evidence of the exi s tence of the 
Hokele-Mbembe have l i t tle appre­
c i a t ion of U . S .  dol 1 ar s, or o f  
monet ary currency in general . 

We did s a y  th a t  we would be 
forever grateful to them i f, in 
the unl ikel y even t o f  f ind ing 
remains of a Mokele-Mbembe, they 
would no t i f y _ P a s t o r  Eugene 
Thom a s  a t  I mp fon d·o, who would 
then arr ange to collec t the 
material . Since the population 
i s  so fr igh tened o f  Moke 1 e­
Mbembe, I fe j t  th a t  the po s s i ­
b il i t y  o f  someone a c tu al l y  
killing one for our benefi t was 
van i shingly small .  

L a t er, dur ing t he se cond 
(1981) exped i t ion, we repe a ted 
our e ar 1 ier reque s t . Spe c i f i ­
cally, I told Emmanual Moungou­
mel a, a n a t ive hun ter a t  the 
v ill age o f  Dzeke, th a t  i f  he 
should discover remain s and suc­
ceeded in ge t t ing them to us via 
P a s tor Thoma s ,  I would prov ide 
him wi th a .458 Winches ter ri fle 
and an amp 1 e supp 1 y o f  ammun i ­
t ion--no t t o  k i  1 1  a Moke 1 e­
Mbembe, bu t to c arr y on h i s  
profes sional ac t ivity of provid­
ing food fo r the popul a t ion in 
and around Dzeke. 

I shou l d add th a t  we are 
in tere s ted in ob t a in ing a 1 ive 
spe c imen of th i s  an imal, wh i ch 
would be ma in t a ined pre fer abl y  
under con d i t i on s s i mil ar to 
t ho se in i t s  n a tur al hab i t a t, 

ei ther in Brazzaville or else­
where in t he Congo . From a 
s c ien t i f i c  po in t o f  v iew, th i s  
i s, a s  f ar a s  I am con cerned, 
nece s s ary and appropr i a te .  I f  
the se an ima 1 s have indeed sur­
v ived s i n ce t he end o f  the 
Cre t a ceou s, the i sol a t ion o f  a 
s ing l e  i n d i v idu al from the 
reprodu c i ng group woul d  n o t  
resul t in their ex t inc tion . 

In the even t th a t  the ex i s ­
ten c e  o f  the spe c ie s  were to be 
establ i shed, sui t able populat ion 
s tud i e s  could be under t aken to 
establi sh future protec t ion for 
the anima 1 s .  

Roy P .  Mackal 
Un iversity  of Chi c ago 
Chic ago, Illinois, U . S .A .  

To the Edi tor: 

I wonder how many member s 
have read Dead Men Do Tell Tales 
by B yron de Prorok, or ig ina 1 1 y 
pub ] i shed by George G. H arr ap & 

Co . in 1 9 4 3 , and sever al t ime s 
since by P anther Books . 

A s  the record o f  an ar ch aeo ­
logical exped i t ion to E th iop i a  
shortly before the I t al i an inva­
s ion, i t  i s  one o f  t he mo s t  
f a s c in a t ing tr avel book s ever 
writ ten. However, the part that 
con cern s our So c i e t y  i s  t he 
author ' s  visit  to Devi ]  's C ave, 
on a hill side near Lekemp t i, in 
the province of Walaga . 

The c ave was inh ab i ted b y  a 
p a ck o f  h yen a s, and b y  b a t s 
known to the lo c al s  as "de a th 
b ird s," wh i ch were a 1 1  eged to 
feed on hum an blood . The go a t ­
herd s l iv ing i n  the v i c in i t y  
were l iving skeletons. One was 
d y ing . They showed the au thor 
small bite marks on their arms, 
and the bloodstains on the rags 
they wore. S tr ange 1 y enough, 
there w a s  n o  men t i on o f  t he 
goat s  or the hyen as being preyed 
upon in this way . 

Being an archaeologi s t  ra ther 
th an a zoolog i s t, perh ap s de 
P rorok d i d n o t re al i ze t h a t  
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vamp ire b a t s  are s tr i c t  1 y a 
Neotropical animal. 

Un for tun a te ! y, con s ider i ng 
the present po 1 i t i c al s i tuat ion 
in Eth iopia, i t  may be some t ime 
be fore an y zoolog i s t  inve s t i ­
gates the mystery. 

Malcolm Smi th 
Bri sbane, Queensland, Aus tralia 

S o u n d s  l i k e  a c a s e  f o r  
Bri t i s h  exp l or e r  C o l .  J o h n  
B l ashford-Sne l l --see the review 
of his book in Vo l .  4 of Crypto­
zoology. --Editor 

To the Edi tor: 

Con cern ing the g i an t  fre sh ­
wa ter f i sh repor ted in Ch in a 
(Newslet ter, Autumn, 1986), such 
reports  eviden tly go back a long 
way in Ch ine se h i s tor y .  M ar co 
Polo (Travels, Penguin Cl assics, 
1 98 2 , p .  2 28 ), when wr i t ing a 
p a s s age abou t a r iver suddenl y 
dry ing up, con t inue s: "And a 
f i sh wa s found l y ing h igh and 
d ry a cro s s  the r i  ver-bed ••• i t  
w a s  ful l y 1 0 0  p a ce s 1 o n g  • • • •  

I t s  whole body was hairy." 

There are m an y  repor t s  o f  
fre shwa ter s turgeon th a t  are 
1 anger than the repor ted g i an t  
c a t f i sh, though I suppo se the 
ca t f i sh may win by weight .  Any­
how, at least  one "lake mon ster" 
ou t We s t  w a s  a s t urgeon, a s  
de term ined when the l ake was 
dr a ined ( Newsle t ter, W in ter, 
1 9 8 5 ). S turgeon are, a t  le a s t, 
a good rival for "biggest ." 

O f  cour se, bo th c a t f i sh and 
s turgeon have protuberances from 
t he ir f a ce s wh i ch m a y  seem 
"hair-like," although the se are 
no t a 1 1  over t he bod y .  In the 
case repor ted by Marco Polo, the 
people who a t e p ar t  o f  the 
"h a ir y" g i an t  f i sh d ied as a 
result . 

Hugh H .  Tro t t i, Jr . 
Deca tur, Georgia, U . S . A .  

For more o n  gian t s t urg e on,  s e e  
Wood's Anima l Facts, this issue. 
--Edi tor 
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WOOD'S ANIMAL FACTS 

The l arge s t  s turgeon in the 
world i s  the Ru s s ian s turgeon 
(Ru s so hu s so) or "beluga." In 
forme r t i me s, when i t  wa s more 
abundan t, i t  grew to enormou s 
s ize, and one fema l e  caugh t a t  
Sara tov on the we s t  ban k o f  the 
Vo l ga in 1869 s ealed 2,760 lb. 
(1, 2 5 2  kg.). Accord ing to Dr. 
Leo S. Berg ( 1 962), the Ru s s ian 
ichthyo l og i s t, the largest  be l u­
ga on record wa s a grav id fema l e  
taken i n  t he e s t uary of t he 
Vo lga in 1 827 which measured 24 
f t. (7. 3 m.) in l eng t h  and 
we ighed 3, 2 4 9  l b. ( 1,474 kg.). 

Another grav id female caught in 
the Ca sp i an Sea in 1 8 36 s caled 
3, 2 1 8  l b. (1, 4 60 kg.), and a 
third we igh ing 3, 200 l b. (1, 4 5 2  
kg.) wa s taken in t h e  Volga in 

1 8 1 3. 

The ka l uga or Daur ian s tur­
geon (Ru s so daur i cu s) of the 

Amur River and adjacen t lakes of 
ea s tern Siber ia i s  al so wor thy 
of ment ion. The largest speci­
men l i s ted by So l da tov ( 1 9 1 5) 
mea sured 13 f t., 8 !  in. (4. 1 8 
m.), and we ighed 1,19 3  lb. ( 5 4 1 
kg.), bu t Berg ( 1 9 3 2 ) quo t e s 
we igh t s  of 1, 8 07 lb. ( 8 20 kg.) 
and 2, 51 3 lb. ( 1, 1 40 kg.) for 
two other s. 

A whi te s turgeon (Ac ipen ser 
tran smon tanu s), caugh t in t he 
Co lumbia Ri ver at As toria, Ore­
gon, USA, in 1892, and exhibi ted 
a t  the World ' s  Fa ir in Ch i c ago 
the fo l l ow ing year, wa s s t a ted 
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to have we i ghed more than 2,000 
l b. ( 907 kg.), bu t Gudger (1 9 3 4 )  
say s he wa s unable to conf irm 
th i s  poundage . There are al so 
t wo claims for a 1, 500 (680 kg.) 
wh i te s turgeon on record ; one 
taken from the We i ser R i ver, 
Wa sh ing ton, in 1 8 9 8  • • •  and the 

o t her fro m the Sna ke R iver, 
Oregon, in 1 9 1 1. [ Howe ver ] the 
official record is held by a 12-
foo t ,  6- inch ( 3. 8 1  m.) f i sh 
taken in the Co l umbia River near 
Vancouver, Washington, in 1 912, 
wh ich weighed 1, 2 8 5  1 b. ( 5 8 3  
kg. ) .  

Abs tracted from : 

The Guinness Book of Animal 
Fac t s  and Feat s, by Gera l d  L. 
Wood, Gu inne s s  Super l a t ive s, 
Enfie l d, U . K .  ( 3rd ed. ), 1982. 

Honorary Members: Andre Capart (Belgium); Marjorie Courtenay-Latimer (South Africa); Marie-Jeanne Koffman (Soviet Union); 
lngo Krumbiegel (Federal German Republic); Theodore Monad (France); John R. Napier (United Kingdom); Sir Peter Scott (United 
Kingdomt. 

Bene/actors: G. A. Buder, ill (United States); Robert C. Dorion (Guatemala); Michael T. Martin (United States); Gale J. Raymond 
(United States); Kurt Von Nieda (United States); Edward B. Winn (Switzerland); Bette and Joe Wolfskill (United States); Count 
F. C. Zedlitz (Argentina). 
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